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*DAY,  MARCH  11,  1663, 


IMPORTANT  TO  DESERTERS 

^V\  M I yc^n(]c''i — ^ 

. A PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 


in  Amnesty  to  Deserters  who  will  Re- 
turn Before  the  1st  of  April* 

t 

) 

A Warning  to  Those  who  Pro- 
mote Desertions. 


Wmanonii,  Tuesday,  March  1#. 

Thu  Chronicle  of  to-morrow  will  contain  the 
tallowing  t a 
By  IkePretidmt  of  the  Vnittd  Stuff  : 

A PROCLAMATION 

BISPNCTINO  SOLDIERS  ABSENT  TVITHOnT  LKAVB. 

Exeoctiyb  Mansion,  March  10, 1003. 
lu  pursuance  of  the  tweuty-slxth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  National  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved on  the  third  of  March  In  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  1 Abea- 
ham  Lincoln,  President  and  Commandor-ln- 
Ctdef  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  d 
hereby  order  and  command  that  all  soldiers  enlisted 
oy  drafted  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  now 
absent  from  their  regiments  without  leave,  shall 
forthwith  return  to  their  respective  regtiments 
and  I do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  all 
soldiers  now  absent  from  their  respective  regi- 
ments without  leave  who  shall  on  or  before  the. let 
day  of  April.  IStiJ,  report  themselves  at  any  rendez- 
vous designated  by  tire  General  Orders  of  the  War 
Department,  No.  W,  hereto  annexed,  may  be 
restored  Jo  their  respective  regiments  without 
punishment  except  the  forfeiture  of  pay  and  allow- 
ances during  their  absence,  and  all  who  do  not  re- 
turn within  the  time  above  specified,  shall  be  arrest- 
ed as  deserters,  and  punished  as  the  law  provides  : 
And  whereas,  evil  disposed  and  disloyal  persons,  at 
sundry  places,  have  enticed  and  procured  soldiers  to 
desert  and  absent  themselves  from  their  regiments, 
thereby  weakening  the  strength  of  the  armies  and 
prolonging  the  war,  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy,  and  cruelly  exposing  the  gallant  and  faithful 
soldiers  remaining  iu  the  ranks  to  Increased  hard- 
ship* and  dangers  ; 

I do,  therefore,  os  11  upon  all  patrlotie  and  faithful 
citizens  to  oppose  and  resist  the  aforementioned  uau- 
gerous  and  treasonable  crimes,  and  aid  In  restoring 
to  their  regiments  all  soldiers  absent  without  leave, 
and  to  asolst  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress 
for  em oiling  and  d*,tit-j{  outline  national  forces 
and  for  oilier  purposes,”  and  to  support  the  proper 
nui  mi  iHei  in  the  prosec i,i ion  and  punishment  of 
.odemiers  against  said  act  and  aid  ta  sunoressing  the 

insurrection  and  the  rebellion. 

In  testimony  whereof  i have  hereunto  set  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  10th  day 
of  March,  lu  the  ycartif  our  Lord  one  tfiousund  eight 
hundied  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  Stales  eigty-sever.lh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


SOUTHERN  NEWS. 

Spirit  of  the  Bebel  Press. 

on  Mr.  Lincoln's  Amnesty 
rroclamatioD. 


CONMTION  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 


ot  iltaoad  Society* 

JsSJffCELLANEOUS  INTELLIGENCE 


Wt  luve  already  acknowledged  iLe  receipt  of 
Richmond  papers  as  late  as  Wednesday  lasl.  lhe 
fcilw.  rug  extracts,  in  addition  to  those  we  have 
already  made,  will  be  found  ul  interest . 

SPIRIT  OF  TilE  PRESS. 
the  president's  message. 
the  Richmond  Examiner,  Dec.  10, 

Ou -tenth  ol' the  repentant  criminals  are  sufli- 
tlen;  to  redeetta  a State  and  to  restore  its  franchises. 
The  reasons  c y ivnicii  tins  action  is  justified  am 
worthy  of  them  author. 

U might  appear  lo  a superficial  observer  that  a pro* 
'vision  of  lids  character  would  be  tantamount  lo 
erecting  an  oligarchy,  in  which  tee  lentil  part  of  a 
pecr.o  would  bo  not  only  invested  witli  the  supreme 
power,  but  he  protected  by  tne  military  force  of  a 
eoiii  ■ .ror  In  the  exercise  ol  it.  it  might 
apper;  that  Uws  inic.c,  .iv,  so  veaay  to  submit  to  the 
urn  -.eror,  would  be  not  only  me  vilest  part  ot  me 
people, but,  by  the  hatred  who  which  it  would  be  re- 
£u rde  1 by  the  rest  of  the  population,  least  capable  ot 
rccviguniz.hx  a stable  Guvei ntnent.  All  objections, 
howe.er,  vanish  before  the  great  necessity  ot  “ re- 
constructing and  disenthralling  and  regenerating 
ffrecJoru,”  which  just  now  seems  io  be  the  peculiar 
mission  ot  the  Yankees.  * * * * 

in  the  declaration  of  this  desire  to  restore  Repub- 
lican Government  to  the  sectued  Slates,  tbei e is  a 
• uDliicily  ol  impudence.  One-tenth  of  me  popula- 
tion are  to  be  made  tne  masters  of  llie  country,  if 
they  can  be  found  willing  to  play  the  part  ; if  not,  the 
farce  will  Do  performed  by  the  importation  of  foreign 
actors.  It  is  absurd,  in  the  opinion  of  Lincoln, to 
base  the  reorganization  of  the  Government  upon  the 
consent  of  an  element  witch  is  hostile  to  it.  The 
Republican  Government  whtebjhe  proposes  to  guar- 
antee must  be  protected  by  tne  General  Government, 
bo.b  against  internal  ano  exter  rial  violence,  lias  It 
newr  occurred  lo  turn  that  what  ne  calls  internal 
non  .ice  is  the  real  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
peop  o ? Lots  it  not  strike  him  that  tnts  form  of 
guaranteeing  a Republican  Government  is  the  lorci- 
ble  establishment  of  a luted  despotism,  and  precisely 
die  opposite  ot  tiie  liberty  which  the  Constitution 
aimed  at  securing  1 

His  muddy  reasoning,  of  course,  does  not  conceal 
this  irultofrom  him.  lie  knows  weii  that  the  utter 
subjugation  or  extermination  ol  a people  are  necessa- 
ry to  the  accomplishment  ol  his  purposes,  and  to  me 
empty  name  ol  freedom  tie  is  prepared  to  sacrifice 
ihe  reality.  it  is  a cheering  ground  of  hope  that  the 
same  head  which  invents  this  justification  of  his 
course,  must  devise  the  measures  necessary  to  carry 
3t  into  effect.  If  we  oan  toil  Ins  attempt  at  conquest 
as  easily  as  wc  can  telule  his  reasoning,  the  Cause  is 
safe. 

From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  Dec.  14. 

Such  are  the  first  terms  of  peace  oflei  ed  by  tho 
United  States  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  states. 
These  terms  arc  joine  r with  many  vague  intimations 
that  they  may  be  withdrawn  or  modified  as  occasion 
lequlres.  “Those  laws  and  proclamations  are  en- 
acted and  put  forth,”  says  the  shallow  knave,  “for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  tn  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.” 
But  tn  vain  is  the  trap  set  in  sight  of  any  bird.  Even 
geese  would  scorn  the  chaff  with  which  it  ts  baited, 
and  shun  the  snare  which  skows  the  noose  on  the 
surface.  The  Proclamation  of  Pardon  will  have  as 
much,  and  no  more  effect  than  trie  Proclamation  of 
Bmancipation,  and  the  Proclamation  “ to  disperse,” 
which  began  the  war. 

This  document  has,  however,  one  trait  of  real  Im- 
portance. It  reveals  the  decline  of  the  mania  for 
war  in  the  United  Stales.  Lincoln  represents  his 
people  now  as  he  did  two  years  ago.  Then,  all  was 
bloody.  Confiscation,  subjugation,  extermination 
were  the  only  measures  he  and  they  thought  or  spoke 
•f.  Great  Is  the  distance  Between  those  days  and 
these.  Instead  of  “ crust. ing  the  rebellion”  in 
••  sixty  days,”  by  a gigantic  “ Union  army,”  tike  chief 
hope  now  rests  in  a juggle.  There  is  a time  for  all 
things— a time  for  lighting,  and  that  time  ts  nearly 
past  i a time  for  cheating,  and  that  time  if  nearly 
come. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  Dec.  14, 

We  this  morning  gratify  ttie  curiosity  of  our 
readers  with  the  Message  of  Abkabau  Lincoln.  Re- 
covering out  recently  from  an  attack  ol  the  small- 
pox, some  excuse  mav  he  made  for  the  Message.  It 
is  but  another  exhibition  ot  his  weakness  and  folly. 
Why  his  Cabinet  will  permit  him  to  make  such  a 
fool  of  himself,  arid  render  their  country  an  object  of 
contempt  and  ridicule  throughout  the  world,  can 


only  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition  that  it  Is 
the  easiest  way  to  get  riil  of  him.  They,  therefore, 
permit  him  to  have  the  freest  and  fullest  use  of  his 

**x‘o  his  proclamation  of  amnesty  and  reconstruction 
we  especially  tnviie  tne  attention  of  our  leaders, 
and  when  the  “ one-teath ” are  ready  to  succumb, 


lk  Iki*.  nri  L i If*  t'ft  fit 


niit"  it  to  their  Father 


NfalHillAM, 

At  present  we  have  not  the  space  to  review  ihc 
Message,  and  do  not  know  that  we  shall  hereafter 
find  the  lime  : hut  as  there  are  some  features  in  i-t  so 
characteristic  of  a Yankee,  we  may  on  future  occa- 
sions recur  lo  ttiis  Message. 


BUPkfllOIt  DIPLOMACY  or  IJIZ  UNITED  STATES. 


j 

i 

I 


From  Ihe  Richme;  i Whig,  Dec.  14. 

The  President  treats  at  great  length  ot  our  for-  , 

eign  relations.  He  discusses  with  boldness  the  con-  [ 
duct  of  England,  and  proves  conclusively  that  her 
strict  “ neutrality  ” is  or.e-sided,  anti  inimical  to  us. 
lie  gibbets  tier  Minister  of  Foielgn  Atlairs  as  the 
pusillanimous  instillment  of  our  enemies,  exposing 
his  base  sublet  luge;,  his  tit. blushing  disregard  of  trea- 
ty stipulations,  and  the  ungenerous  advantages  taken 
of  our  present  situation,  The  Unfi  iendly  action  of 
the  British  Administration  is  proved  strongly— per- 
haps, unfortunately , too  strongly.  He  shows  mat  . 
Lord  Joun  RitskiL  is  decidedly  hostile  to  us.  Ihe 
tendency  of  this  info,  mao  on,  to  presented,  is  io  discour- 
age our  people.  Argument  on  this  line,  too,  tends  to  | 
soothe  the  antagonism  of  the  Xorth  toward  Great  Brit- 
ain— for  so  well  sustained,  at.  accusation  of  the  Lng- 
Irsh  Mini,  ci  v b\  the  Confederate  Males  is  the  acquit 
Ul  of  England  by  the  North.  Just  doubts  may  be 
entertained  if  they  are  the  true  exponents  of  the  ma- 
jority of  intelligent  Ehiiu_.rr.er.,  or  even  of  Pmlia- 
ment.  . 

What  policy  does  the  Prjs’.dent  disclose  In  our 
fci eign  relations  f What  efforts  have  been  made  to 
conciliate  foreign  nations  f i'v,  o measures  of  retali- 
ation for  their  broken  ta..h  were  suggested,  but 
deprecated  tn  niora1  grounds.  We  wish  favors  from 
foreign  nations.  Can  we  reasonably  expect  tnem  to 
be  offered  gratuitously  tons,  or  even  upon  merely 
signifying  a desire  for  L.t...  2 Sentiment  may  in- 
fluence the  action  of  men.  iucrest  only  Influences 
the  action  of  nations.  On  ti.e  mere  plausibility  of 
our  claim  to  be  recognized,  European  nations 
pronrotly  accorded  to  u.i  me  position  ol  belligerents, 
though  the  sentiment  of  Europe  was  adverse  to  u> 
because  ol  our  peculiar  institutions.  Why  is  the  at- 
titude of  European  Powers— England  especially — 
now  inimical  to  us  t Eecaute  the  superior  diplomacy 
of  the  United  .'Stotts  has  made  it  appear  that  U is  io 
their  interest  to  he  so..  What  the  argument  or  the  in- 
ducement offered,  time  will  disclose  ; out  It  has  been 
efficacious  to  tire  extent  ol  securing  to  tier  a full 
privilege  to  obtain  men,  munitions  anu  credit  loan 
-an  imtie  1 extent. 

Perhaps  the  reckc  nir  t ts  r.ntlcip.tcd  at  our  exp;  use. 
St  took  i so.  They  have  ro  reso  ness  of  their  own 
co  meet  it.  U t have,  though  each  day  of  the  eou- 
tfruniice  ol  tli„  w,.j  is  deepening  tne  etnba. tassinent 
..rr.t  ovenies,  it  act  seriously  e.:  haunting  .h>m.  Lei 
■its  ikon  confer  on  our  present  Couimlaniuiier,  oi  new 
cmcii,  plenary  powers  So  confer  "ith  Violin  diplomat- 
■■'.sic.  Th  e ILmIjvi  . - . a ‘uritivr  ..cfsioi,  j a 1 t it-.. 
At.'icn  Joofclssc  for  -vtid  to  sue!  retioi..  LUmcve  tliu 
rcstn  in  rut  unde--  which  oar  Com.  , ?s  ,.t  s have 
St  u acting , Let  li.t.T;  t <is  i.:als!  i oiy  ec  be  ... , 
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err.rnent  prohibited  any  expenditures  of  money  ex- 
cept on  estimates  sent  In  by  a department.  Hence,  If 
the  paper  expenditures  were  not  made,  the  faultmutt 
rest  on  the  Administration.  Yet  war  seems  not  lo 
have  been  anticipated.  Larger  appropriations  and  a 
more  comprehensive  financial  system  would  of 
course  have  been  entered  upon.  It  was  only  during  the 
second  session  of  the  Provisional  Congress  that  war 
was  declared  to  pxist  between  the  Confederacy  and 
the  United  States. 

Many  excellent  suggestions  are  nude  for  main- 
taining the  efficiency  ol  the  army.  We  have  here- 
tofore expressed  our  views  upon  the  repeal  of  the  j 
substitute  law,  ami  the  bringing  of  exempts  Into 
service.  Every  man  within  the  present  military  age 
should  be  put  Into  the  service  who  is  not  more  prof- 
itably employed  out  of  it.  Congress  should  act  cau- 
tiously In  extending  that  age,  or  in  passing  a sweep- 
ing conscription,  and  providing  that  those  more  use- 
ful to  the  material  and  political  inlerests  of  the  coun- 
try, be  exempt  by  a “detail.”  We  remonstrate 
against  tills  proceeding  as  an  Infringement  of  the 
constitutional  duly  of  llie  representative  branch  to 
“ raise  armies’,”  which  we  understand  to  mean  armies 
for  the  field  ; and  as  placing  an  arbitrary  power  in 
the  hands  ol  creatures  of  the  Executive  liaDle  lo  the 
most  corrupting  and  dangerous  abuse. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

THE  Thirty-eighth  Congress  of  the  United  States 
convened  on  Monday,  December  7.  In  the 
Senate  some  opposition  was  made  to  the  admission 
of  Messrs.  Willey  and  Van  Winkle,  sent  from  West 
Virginia ; but  on  a test  vote,  36  ayes  to  5 nays,  their 
claim  was  recognized,  and  the  oath  of  office  admin- 
istered to  them. In  the  House  a brief  discussion 

arose  as  to  the  right  of  some  members  whose  names 
were  omitted  by  Mr.  Etheridge,  the  Clerk  of  the 
lata  Congress,  in  calling  the  roll,  on  the  ground  of 
some  alleged  informality  in  the  wording  of  their 
credentials.  They  were,  however,  admitted  to  seats, 
and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Speaker. 
There  were  present  181  Representatives,  92  votes 
being  necessary  to  a choice.  Upon  the  first  ballot 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  Administration, 
received  101,  and  was  elected.  The  votes  of  the 
Opposition  were  scattered,  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  receiv- 
ing 52,  the  highest  number,  and  Mr.  Stiles,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  lowest,  being  the  solitary  vote  of  the 
Hon.  Benjamin  Wood,  of  New  York.  The  organi- 
zation of  the  House  was  completed  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  M’Pherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  Clerk,  and 
Mr.  Ordwav,  of  New  Hampshire,  as  Sergeant-at- 
Arms.  These  votes  show  that  the  Administration 
has  in  the  House  a clear  majority  of  about  20  over 
the  various  shades  of  the  Opposition. 

The  President’s  Message,  which  was  sent  in  on 
the  9th,  is  brief  and  emphatic,  leaving  the  general 
details  of  affairs  to  be  set  forth  in  the  Reports  of  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments.  Our  foreign  relations 
are  eminently  satisfactory.  The  British  Govern- 
ment, as  rvas  justly  expected,  have  exercised  their 
authority  to  prevent  the  departure  of  new  hostile 
expeditions  from  their  ports.  The  Emperor  of 
France  has,  by  a like  proceeding,  promptly  vindi- 
cated the  neutrality  which  he  proclaimed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  contest. — Foreigners  have  in  some 
cases  become  naturalized  merely  to  avoid  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  laws  of  their  own  countries,  and 
then  returning,  claim  the  protection  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  President  suggests  that  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  fix  a limit  beyond  which  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  residing  abroad  can  claim  the  inter- 
position of  his  Government. — It  is  urged  that  the 
fact  of  having  voted  shall  be  made  by  law  an  estop- 
pel against  any  plea  >f  exemption  from  military 
service,  or  other  civil  obligation,  on  the  ground  of 
alienage. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  country  is  favora- 
ble. The  entire  nominal  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
were  $901,125,674,  the  disbursement  $895,796,630. 
Of  the  receipts  $69,059,642  came  from  customs, 
$37,640,787  from  direct  tax,  $776,682,361  from 
loans,  and  the  remainder  from  miscellaneous  sources. 
But  of  these  sums  $181,086,635,  both  in  payments 
and  receipts,  was  merely  nominal,  money  having 
been  borrowed  to  pay  funded  and  temporary  debt  to 
this  amount.  It  was  merelt'  a transfer  of  debt  from 
one  account  to  another.  Deducting  this  sum  from 
both  sides,  the  actual  receipts  were  $720,039,039, 
and  the  actual  expenditures  $714,709,995 — leaving 
a balance  of  $5,329,044. 

Our  navy  now  consists  of  588  vessels,  completed, 
or  in  course  of  completion  ; of  these  75  are  iron-clad 
or  armored  steamers.  Our  armored  vessels  are  be- 
lieved to  exceed  in  force  and  number  those  of  any 
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other  power.  They  are  reliable  for  harbor  and  coast 
defense ; but  others  of  greater  strength  and  capacity 
will  be  required  to  maintain  our  rightful  position  on 
the  ocean. 

Of  those  who  were  slaves  at  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion  100,000  are  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States — half  of  them  in  the  ranks.  So  far  as  tested 

they  are  as  good  soldiers  as  any. — In  respect  to  the 
slaves  and  their  future  status,  the  message  contains 
this  emphatic  paragraph : 

The  laws  and  proclamations  [respecting  slavery]  were 
enacted  and  put  forth  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion.  To  give  them  their  fullest  effect 
there  had  to  be  a pledge  for  their  maintenance.  In  my 
judgment  they  have  aided,  and  will  further  aid,  the  cause 
for  which  they  were  intended.  To  abandon  them  now 
would  be  not  only  to  relinquish  a lever  of  power,  but 
would  also  be  a cruel  and  an  astounding  breach  of  faith. 
I may  add  at  this  point,  that  while  I remain  in  my  pres- 
ent position  I shall  not  attempt  to  retract  or  modify  the 
emancipation  proclamation ; nor  shall  I return  to  slavery 
any  person  who  is  free  by  the  terms  of  that  proclamation, 
or  by  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress. 

The  most  important  portion  of  the  Message  is  the 
Proclamation  of  Amnesty,  the  leading  paragraphs 
of  which  we  give  textually.  After  reciting  that  the 
Constitution  empowers  the  President  to  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons ; that  a rebellion  has  long  exist- 
ed, and  that  laws  have  been  passed  and  proclama- 
tions issued  confiscating  property  and  liberating 
slaves ; and  that  now  many  persons  engaged  in  the 
rebellion  are  desirous  of  returning  to  their  allegiance, 
the  Proclamation  procee’ds : 

I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  to  all  persons  who 
have,  directly  or  by  implication,  participated  in  the  exist- 
ing rebellion,  except  as  hereinafter  excepted,  that  a full 
pardon  is  hereby  granted  to  them  and  each  of  them,  with 
restoration  of  all  rights  of  property,  except  as  to  slaves, 
and  in  property  cases  where  rights  of  third  parties  shall 
have  intervened,  and  upon  the  condition  that  every  such 
person  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  and  thencefor- 
ward keep  and  maintain  said  oath  inviolate ; and  which 
oath  shall  be  registered  for  permanent  preservation,  and 
shall  be  of  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit : 

“I  do  solemnly  swear,  in  presence  of  Almighty  God, 
that  I will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  protect,  and  de- 
fend the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  union 
of  the  States  thereunder;  and  that  I will,  in  like  man- 
ner, abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Congress 
passed  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to 
slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  modified,  or 
■held  void  by  Congress,  or  by  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  that  I will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by  and 
faithfully  support  all  proclamations  of  the  President  made 
during  the  existing  rebellion  having  reference  to  slaves, 
so  long  and  so  far  as  not  modified  or  declared  void  by  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court.  So  help  me  God.” 

The  persons  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  the  foregoing 
provisions  are  all  who  are,  or  shall  have  been,  civil  or 
diplomatic  officers  or  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
Government;  ail  who  have  left  judicial  stations  under 
the  United  States  to  aid  the  rebellion ; ail  who  are,  or 
shall  have  been,  military  or  naval  officers  of  said  so-called 
Confederate  Government  above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the 
army  or  of  lieutenant  in  the  navy;  all  who  left  seats  in 
the  United  States  Congress  to  aid  the  rebellion  ; all  who 
resigned  commissions  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  afterward  aided  the  rebellion;  and  all  who 
have  engaged  in  any  way  in  treating  colored  persons,  or 
white  persons  in  charge  of  such,  otherwise  than  lawfully 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  which  persons  may  have  been 
found  in  the  United  States  service  as  soldiers,  seamen,  or 
in  any  other  capacity. 

And  I do  further  proclaim,  declare,  aDd  make  known, 
that  whenever,  in  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Flor- 
ida, South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina,  a number  of  per- 
sons, rot  less  tiian  one-tenth  in  number  of  the  votes  cast 
in  such  State  at  the  Presidential  election  of  the  year  of 


270 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  eacli  hav- 
ing taken  the  oath  aforesaid  and  not  having  since  violated 
it,  and  being  a qualified  voter  by  the  election  law  of  the 
State  existing  immediately  before  the  so-called  act  of  se- 
cession, and  excluding  all  others,  shall  re-establish  a State 
Government  which  shall  be  republican,  and  in  no  wise  con- 
travening said  oath,  Buch  shall  bo  recognized  as  the  true 
Government  of  the  State,  and  the  State  shall  receive  there- 
under tlie  benefits,  of  the  constitutional  provision  which  de- 
clares that  “The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a republican  form  of  Government,  and 
shall  protect  each  of  tiiem  against  invasion;  and,  on  ap- 
plication of  the  Legislature  or  the  Executive  (when  the 
Legislature  can  not  be  convened),  against  domestic  vio- 
lence.” 

The  Proclamation  goes  on  to  say  that  any  provi- 
sion which  may  be  adopted  by  any  State  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  freed  people,  which  shall 
recognize  their  permanent  freedom,  and  yet  make 
proper  arrangements  for  their  present  condition,  will 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  Executive ; that  in  con- 
structing loyal  State  Governments,  thie  former  codes 
of  laws  should  be  changed  as  little  as  possible  ; that 
the  Proclamation  so  far  as  relates  to  State  Govern- 
ments has  no  reference  to  States  where  loyal  govern- 
ments have  been  maintained ; and  that  while  it 
presents  the  best  mode  that  the  President  can  now 
suggest,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  no  other  pos- 
sible mode  would  be  acceptable. 

Our  record  closing  upon  the  9th  of  December,  we 
are  compelled  to  defer  to  the  next  number  a resume 
of  the  state  of  the  nation  as  embodied  in  the  official 
reports  of  the  Heads  of  the  Departments. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  made  another  brief 
advance  across  the  Rappahannock  and  has  returned 
again  to  its  old  position  on  the  north  bank  of  that 
river.  If  the  object  of  this  movement  was  to  occupy 
the  army  of  Lee  so  as  to  prevent  further  reinforce- 
ments from  being  sent  to  the  vital  points  in  Tennes- 
see it  was  successful ; if  the  design  was  to  give  a 
decisive  battle  in  Virginia  or  to  advance  upon  Rich- 
mond, it  was  a failure.  The  general  movement  was 
commenced  on  the  7th  of  November,  when  two  corps 
under  G(#ierals  Sedgwick  and  Freneh  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  at  different  points  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Fredericksburg.  Near  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion, upon  the  north  side  of  the  river  Sedgwick  fell 
apparently  by  surprise  upon  a detachment  of  the 
enemy  strongly  posted ; after  a short  but  sharp  ac- 
tion these  were  driven  from  their  intrenchments, 
and  being  unable  to  cross  the  river  were  captured. 
Besides  the  killed  and  wounded,  about  2000  prison- 
ers were  taken,  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  being 
about  300.  General  French  at  the  same  time  fell 
upon  a body  of  the  enemy  at  Kelley’s  Ford,  a little 
lower  down,  and  routed  them,  making  prisoners  of 
about  400,  himself  losing  in  the  action  about  70 
killed  and  wounded.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy 
then  fell  across  the  Rapidan,  and  a series  of  skir- 
mishes between  outposts  and  bodies  of  cavalry  en- 
sued during  the  next  fortnight.  At  length  between 
the  25th  and  the  27th  the  army  severing  its  commu- 
nications with  Washington  crossed  the  Rapidan  in 
three  columns,  without  very  serious  opposition,  the 
enemy  after  some  skirmishing  falling  back  to  posi- 
tions which  they  had  strongly  fortified  in  “the  Wil- 
derness” in  the  neighborhood  of  Chancellorsville 
where  Hooker’s  battle  had  been  fought.  No  official 
details  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ensuing  six  days 
have  been  published,  and  we  have  only  the  partial 
reports  of  newspaper  correspondents.  On  the  27th 
a sharp  engagement  took  place  at  Locust  Grove  be- 
tween the  corps  of  French,  Warren,  and  Sedgwick, 
and  the  enemy,  who  were  repulsed  and  fell  back  to 
their  intrenchments  on  Mine  Creek.  The  28th  and 


the  29th  were  passed  in  manoeuvring  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  gain- 
ing, if  possible,  advantageous  positions  for  an  as- 
sault upon  his  lines.  At  a council  of  war  on  the 
night  of  the  29th  it  was  determined  to  make  the  as- 
sault the  next  day.  It  was  accordingly  commenced 
on  our  right  and  centre,  and  at  those  points  bid  fair 
to  be  successful,  when  it  was  announced  from  head- 
quarters that  the  main  attack  upon  the  left  would 
not  be  made,  and  our  troops  already  engaged  were 
withdrawn,  and  on  the  2d  of  December  our  army  re- 
crossed the  Rapidan.  The  following  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  “ Press  dispatches,”  which  having  been 
submitted  to  Government  censorship,  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  essentially  correct : The  army  crossed 
on  the  26th,  and  concentrated  next  da}'  on  Mine 
Run,  the  enemy  being  strongly  intrenched  on  the 
opposite  side,  in  a position  too  strong  to  be  carried 
by  assault.  The  nature  of  the  .country  was  such  as 
to  prevent  extended  operations  for  turning  the  works, 
arising  especially  from  the  impossibility  of  keeping 
up  the  supplies  for  our  army  at  such  a distance  from 
its  depots.  During  and  after  the  partial  assault  of 
the  2d  General  Meade  visited  the  entire  line,  noting 
the  enemy’s  strong  positions,  batteries,  and  earth- 
works, and  after  consultation  with  his  officers  deemed 
it  advisable  to  withdraw  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Rapidan.  This  was  accomplished  without  loss  of 
men  or  munitions.  The  entire  casualties  of  this  ex- 
pedition, in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  are  esti- 
mated at  about  1000.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  un- 
known. Present  appearances  indicate  that  the  au- 
tumn campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  con- 
cluded, and  that  it  will  go  into  winter-quarters. 

During  the  same  week  in  which  this  unsuccessful 
expedition  across  the  Rapidan  was  carried  on.  our 
armies  in  Tennessee  were  achieving  a most  brilliant 
success.  The  great  army  of  Grant  at  and  about 
Chattanooga  was  in  great  peril.  Its  communica- 
tions were  so  long  and  difficult  that  supplies  were 
scanty  and  precarious.  The  brilliant  operations  of 
October  27,  noted  in  our  last  Record,  had  partially 
removed  this  difficulty  ; but  the  enemy,  contrary  to 
the  reports  of  the  time,  still  held  the  commanding 
position  of  Lookout  Mountain.  Burnside  also,  near 
Knoxville,  was  for  the  time  completely  isolated, 
and  liable  to  be  overwhelmed  by  a strong  advance. 
Bragg  dispatched  a heavy  body,  under  Longstreet, 
to  cut  off  Burnside.  On  the  14th  of  November, 
Longstreet  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  found  Burn- 
•side  at  Lenoir,  a few  miles  southwest  of  Knoxville. 
Burnside,  opposed  by  superior  forces,  fell  slowly 
back,  repelling  every  assault  of  the  enemy,  and-tinal- 
ly  reached  Knoxville  on  the  17th,  where  he  was  for 
a while  closely  besieged  by  Longstreet.  Here,  as  at 
Chattanooga,  the  question  was  mainly  one  of  sup- 
plies, for  Knoxville  could  be  held  as  long  as  provi- 
sions could  be  obtained.  The  fighting  was  therefore 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  or  holding  the 
lines  of  communication.  This  went  on  for  some- 
thing more  than  two  weeks,  when  news  came  to 
Longstreet  from  Chattanooga  which  compelled  him 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  to  retreat  if  he 
wished  to  avoid  capture  himself.  Bragg  had  been 
routed  at  Chattanooga  by  Grant,  and  Sherman,  who 
had  been  sent  to  succor  Burnside,  had  reached  Knox- 
ville, his  cavalry  arriving  on  the  3d  of  December, 
and  the  main  body  of  reinforcements  within  a day  or 
two  after.  Our  latest  intelligence',  coming  through 
Confederate  channels,  says  that  Longstreet  is  re- 
treating to  Virginia,  followed  up  by  our  troops,  with 
I what  result  we  are  still  to  learn. 
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THE  AMNESTY  OATH  OF  DECEMBER  8,  1863 


The  Amnesty  Oath  of  December  8,  1863,  was  the  open 
door  to  pardoned  belligerents  hostile  to  the  Union  and  the 
way  of  return  without  censure  for  deserters  who  had  fled 
from  the  Union  Army. 

An  increasing  number  of  pardons  signed  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  are  appearing  on  the  autograph  market.  Most 
of  these  endorsements  are  contingent  on  the  petitioner 
taking  the  Amnesty  Oath  of  December  8,  1863.  The 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  has  just  acquired  one 
which  is  typical  of  those  generally  offered  for  sale.  It 
follows: 

“Let  him  be  released  on  tak- 
ing the  amnesty  oath  of  De- 
cember 8,  1863. 

“A.  Lincoln. 

“April  10,  1865.” 


This  endorsement  was 
signed,  it  will  be  observed,  on 
April  10,  four  days  before 
Lincoln’s  assassination  and  the 
day  after  he  was  notified  of 
General  Lee’s  surrender.  It 
might  be  called  a jubilant  sig- 
nature. 


It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  Amnesty  Proclama- 
tion was  issued  but  eight  days 
after  the  delivery  of  the  Get- 
tysburg Address.  There  may 

have  been  several  factors  combined  along  with  the  senti- 
ment of  Gettysburg  which  prompted  the  famous  Amnesty 
Proclamation. 


THE  AMNESTY  OATH 

I,  , do  solemnly  swear, 

in  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I will  hence- 
forth faithfully  support,  protect,  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  union 
of  the  States  thereunder;  and  that  I will,  in  like 
manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts 
of  Congress  passed  during  the  existing  rebel- 
lion with  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so 
far  as  not  repealed,  modified,  or  held  void  by 
Congress,  or  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
and  that  I will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by  and 
faithfully  support  all  proclamations  of  the 
President  made  during  the  existing  rebellion 
having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far 
as  not  modified  or  declared  void  by  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  So  help  me  God. 


the  soldier  appeared  before  the  President  in  company 
with  Mr.  Laflin.  In  the  conversation  between  the  deserter 
and  the  President,  Laflin  quotes  the  President  as  asking 
this  question,  “Are  there  many  more  over  there  (Canada) 
who  would  come  back  if  they  knew  they  would  be  par- 
doned?” To  this  question,  the  deserter  replied,  “Yes — 
lots.”  Upon  this  remark  Lincoln  said,  “Then  I will  give 
them  all  a chance.”  Laflin  thought  that  this  contact  was 
partially  responsible  for  the  Amnesty  Proclamation  of 
1863. 

Congress  had  authorized  the  President  by  proclama- 
tion, “to  extend  to  persons  who  may  have  participated  in 

the  existing  rebellion  in  any 
State  or  part  thereof,  pardon 
and  amnesty.”  On  December 
8,  1863,  he  issued  the  Procla- 
mation of  Amnesty  and  Re- 
construction. It  was  one  of 
the  most  important  documents 
of  his  administration  and 
looked  forward  to  forgiveness 
and  peace. 

It  promised  “to  all  persons 
who  have,  directly  or  by  im- 
plication, participated  in  the 
existing  rebellion,  except  as 
hereinafter  excepted,  that  a 
full  pardon  is  hereby  granted 
to  them  and  to  each  of  them 
with  restoration  of  all  rights 
of  property,  except  as  to  slaves 
. . . and  upon  condition  that  every  such  person  shall 
subscribe  an  oath  and  thence  forward  keep  and  main- 
tain said  oath  in  violate.” 


Over  forty  years  ago,  Col.  Albert  D.  Shaw  wrote  an 
interesting  story  about  a “skedaddler”  who  had  run  off 
to  Canada  after  deserting  his  regiment.  He  had  repented 
his  offense  and  wanted  to  be  reinstated  in  the  army  and 
so  wrote  to  Hon.  Addison  H.  Laflin,  expressing  this  desire. 
The  letter  was  shown  to  Mr.  Lincoln  who,  it  is  said,  made 
the  following  comment: 


Thus  the  Amnesty  Oath  of  December  8,  1863,  became 
the  very  foundation  of  reconstruction  and  the  invitation 
for  disloyal  subjects,  both  North  and  South,  to  swear  new 
allegiance  to  the  Union.  It  was  the  very  soul  of  the 
Proclamation  and  its  importance  is  emphasized  by  setting 
it  apart  in  the  center  of  this  bulletin  in  bold  face  type. 


“When  a poor  fellow  has  made  a mistake,  by  all  means 
give  him  a chance  to  live  it  down.  There  is  good  stuff  in 
that  man,  for  no  coward  would  make  such  a plea.” 


The  concluding  paragraph  in  the  proclamation  reveals 
how  much  Lincoln  depended  on  this  plan  to  restore  the 
national  authority. 


After  these  remarks,  according  to  Mr.  Laflin,  Lincoln 
picked  up  a card  which  lay  upon  his  desk,  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum,  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Laflin. 


“Private  is  herewith  allowed  to  come 

to  me,  wherever  he  may  be,  and  on  his  promising  to  be  a 
good  soldier  and  serve  out  his  time  faithfully,  I will  pardon 
him. 

“A.  Lincoln.” 


The  card  was  sent  to  the  deserter  and  in  a short  time 


“This  proclamation  is  intended  to  present  the  people 
of  the  States  wherein  the  national  authority  has  been 
suspended,  and  loyal  State  governments  have  been  sub- 
verted, a mode  in  and  by  which  the  national  authority  and 
loyal  State  governments  may  be  reestablished  within  said 
States,  or  in  any  of  them;  and  while  the  mode  presented 
is  the  best  the  executive  can  suggest,  with  his  present  im- 
pressions, it  must  not  be  understood  that  no  other  possible 
mode  would  be  acceptable.” 


